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would inevitably regard as a menace to their security. This argument, combined with the debates in the House of Commons, seems to have caused uneasiness in Germany, for Metternich was summoned to Berlin to attend a Council of Ministers in which on June 3, 1909, he engaged in a grim argument with Tirpitz, the Minister of Marine who, with the Kaiser, was chiefly responsible for German naval policy. Metternich appears to have made some impression on the German Chancellor, Billow, and even on General von Moltke, the Chief of the General Staff, but Tirpitz was obdurate in his view that British hostility was due not to die German fleet but to trade jealousy, and that Britain would become civil and friendly just in proportion as she was inspired with respect for the growing naval power of Germany. With the exception of Tirpitz, all who attended this conference appear to have agreed with Bulow that " the one black cloud at present was that which brooded over the North Sea," and that " this was heavy with thunder." The question thus came back to Tirpitz           i
and the dialogue which followed is recorded in the German            J
Documents:                                                                                           if
Admiral von Tirpitz:   "In my opinion the danger zone in our             4,
relations with England will be passed in from five to six years, say             i
in 1915, after the widening of -the Kiel Canal and the completion of die fortifications of Heligoland. Even in two years the danger will be considerably less."
The Chancellor (Prince Billow):   "That is all very fine, but the question is still : How are we to get over the dangers ot that period ? "
Tirpitz's answer is not recorded.
The alignment at this conference made a sufficient impression is^ to induce him to withdraw his unconditional &cusstQns of the naval question and to permit «o be made in London for a possible agreement. were wdcomed bv British Ministers, and negotiations
fot^                          But it now appeared that
lor a cessation of shipbuilding on their part, the ^t^ "T^ .«¥**»" which^ seemed
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